Potamonautes loveni (Colosi, 1924) from western Kenya and eastern Uganda is resurrected from synonymy and redescribed as a valid species. This taxon is compared with similar species and its distribution, ecology, and conservation status are discussed. Potamonautes loveni has been implicated in the transmission of onchocerciasis in the highland areas of parts of East Africa.
INTRODUCTION
Potamonautes loveni (Colosi, 1924) is an abundant species of East African freshwater crab that is closely linked with river blindness (onchocerciasis) in the highlands of western Kenya and eastern Uganda. Its distributional range includes Mt. Elgon, a volcanic mountain that straddles the border between Uganda and Kenya. Potamonautes loveni, however, has long been taxonomically problematic, a fact that is reflected in its extensive synonymy list. For example, the literature (Colosi, 1924; Sjöstedt, 1925; Rathbun, 1935; Roux, 1935; Bott, 1955) includes several described taxa from Mt. Elgon. These include P. (Geothelphusa) loveni Colosi, 1924, P. (G.) granviki Colosi, 1924, P. (Potamonautes) harvardi Rathbun, 1935, and P. (G.) loveni longimerus Roux, 1935 (cf. Colosi, 1924 Rathbun, 1935; Roux, 1935) . Bott (1955) considered all of these Mt. Elgon taxa to belong to a single speciesPotamonautes (Rotundopotamonautes) granviki (Colosi, 1924) , and treated the remaining three taxa as junior synonyms of this species. In addition, Bott (1955) also judged two other geographically separated taxa, Potamon (G.) jeanneli Bouvier, 1921, from central Kenya and Potamon (G.) idjwiensis Chace, 1942, from Lake Kivu in the Western Rift Valley in eastern D. R. Congo to be junior synonyms of P. (G.) granviki.
In recognizing that Potamonautes loveni (Colosi, 1924) was the valid name of Bott's (1955) "P. (R.) granviki" from Mt. Elgon, Williams (1968 Williams ( , 1991 and Cumberlidge (1997 Cumberlidge ( , 1998 ) treated three taxa (P. granviki, P. harvardi, and P. (G.) loveni longimerus) as junior synonyms of P. loveni (cf. Ng et al., 2008) . Williams (1968 Williams ( , 1991 and Cumberlidge (1997 Cumberlidge ( , 1998 Cumberlidge ( , 2009a ) also pointed out that both P. (G.) jeanneli (Mount Kenya) and P. (G.) idjwiensis (Lake Kivu) should properly be treated as valid species rather than as junior synonyms of P. granviki as suggested by Bott (1955) . As a result of these taxonomic changes, freshwater crabs collected from western Kenya are difficult to identify because the only available keys (Bott, 1955) are outdated, and the only way to make reliable identifications is to refer to the original type series that have been deposited in a number of museums.
Our revision is based on the examination of the type specimens of all of the relevant taxa, as well as on a large series of previously unexamined museum specimens from Mt. Elgon and western Kenya collected by T. R. Williams and his colleagues in the 1960s, and more recently by M. Dobson (Dobson, 2004; Dobson et al., 2007) . The specimens of P. loveni from Mt. Elgon described here were collected from forests on the western slopes of the mountain in Uganda from streams, rivers, and nearby land during a survey of a focus of onchocerciasis (Barnley & Prentice, 1958; McMahon et al., 1958; Hynes et al., 1961; Williams et al., 1961; Williams, 1964) .
Despite recent contributions (Corace et al., 2001; Cumberlidge & Vannini, 2004; Cumberlidge & Dobson, 2008; Cumberlidge, 2009a, b) it is still nev-
